ASSOCIATION OF PACIFIC ISLAND LEGISLATURES                     
Res. No.  47-BOD-09

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  


Resolution No. 47-BOD-09

 TC \l1 "
“Relative to expressing the Sincerest Appreciation of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures to Senator Joanne M.S. Brown for her contribution to the APIL Organization.”  TC \l1 "
WHEREAS, Vice Speaker Joanne M.S. Brown began her public career in 1989 as staff assistant to Governor Joseph F. Ada; and
WHEREAS, in 1991, Vice Speaker Brown was appointed as Deputy Administrator of the Guam Environmental Protection Agency (GEPA), the youngest and first female to serve in that capacity and in addition to her GEPA duties, she returned to the University of Guam as a adjunct instructor on political science under the College of Arts and Sciences; and
WHEREAS, Vice Speaker Brown, as a six term Senator, was chosen by her colleagues to serve as Vice Speaker of the 28th Guam Legislature, and as Chairwoman of the Committee on Natural Resources, Utilities and Micronesian Affairs; and 
WHEREAS, Vice Speaker Brown has also served as the Legislative Secretary and chaired the Committee on natural Resources during the 24th, 25th and 26th Guam Legislatures and in the 27th Guam Legislature, Vice Speaker Brown served as a member of the Committee on Rules and Health; Committee on Utilities and Land; and Committee on Youth, Senior Citizens, Federal & Foreign Affairs, Veterans & Military Affairs and Human & Natural Resources; and

WHEREAS, in 2000, Vice Speaker Brown was successful in passing legislation to designate the “Ko Ko” as the official bird of Guam; and
WHEREAS, since the establishment of the Marine Preserves in the 24th Guam Legislature, Vice Speaker Brown has written and passed several bills, now Guam statute, to enhance the protection of the significant aquatic and natural resources of Guam’s marine environment; and
WHEREAS, Vice Speaker Brown has been successful in passing legislation laying the framework for a comprehensive management, protection and conservation-plan to enhance Guam natural, cultural and marine heritage, and the ecologically and economically-sustainable use of the marine environment for future generations; and
WHEREAS, Vice Speaker Brown authored law passed in May 2004, establishing an Eco-Permitting system to allow the Division of Aquatic and Wildlife Resources of the Department of aquaculture to enforce and regulate activities to maximize public access and use while remaining consistent with the protection of species and habitats on Guam; and
WHEREAS, Vice Speaker Brown has appropriated money from her office budget including $50,000 for a Natural Resources Attorney; $25,000 to purchase supplies and equipment for Conservation Officers; $66,000 for a compost turner machine; and 

WHEREAS, Vice Speaker Brown has been an active member of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures and served as its President for two consecutive terms, from October 2004 to September 2006; and 

WHEREAS, Vice Speaker Brown is known for being at the vanguard of environmental protection, who is a passionate advocate in lending an unrelenting voice for the protection of water, land and air and over the past 10 years, Vice Speaker Brown has authored proactive environmental protection mandates; and 

WHEREAS, Vice Speaker Brown as APIL President and as an APIL member for the past six years, has contributed much knowledge, expertise, and spirit to APIL; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures, 47th Board Meeting, December 6-7, 2006, Republic of Palau, that the Board of Directors on behalf of the Association of Pacific Island Legislatures expresses its sincerest appreciation to Vice Speaker Joanne M.S. Brown for her contribution to the APIL Organization; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the APIL President shall certify and the APIL Secretary shall attest to the adoption hereof and copies of the same shall thereafter be transmitted to the Governor of Guam; Speaker of the Guam Legislature; Vice Speaker Joanne M.S. Brown and to the Chief Executives and Legislative Presiding Officers of the APIL Member Entities.
DULY AND REGULARLY ADOPTED ON THE 6TH DAY OF DECEMBER 2006. 
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